
Coinciding with the presentation of 
the third season of the highly popular 
fictional television series Downton Ab-
bey, Curt DiCamillo, recognized au-
thority on the British country house, 
will present a special Tea and Talk ti-
tled “Lords, Ladies & Mummies:  The 
Story of Highclere Castle, the Real 
Downton Abby.”  The visual lecture 
will take place on Saturday, January 
12, at 3:00 pm, a few days after the 
start of the series new season.  A snow 

date is scheduled for Saturday, January 
19, at 3:00 pm.  A Victorian High Tea with the speaker will 
follow the program.

Although famous today as the country house depicted in 
the Downton Abbey program, Highclere Castle in Berkshire 
County, England, has a rich and fascinating history that 
reaches far beyond its television fame.  The estate, since 
1672, has been owned by the Herbert family, later Earls of 
Carnarvon. 

Over the centuries, the house has gone through architec-
tural transformations, a major one being made in the 1840s 
by architect Charles Barry, who was also in the process of de-
signing the Houses of Parliament.  The exterior is decorated 
with features inspired by Renaissance architecture, while the 
Great Hall, viewed in so many program scenes, was modeled 
on an Italian Renaissance central courtyard.  The library 
(also viewed frequently) holds over 5,500 books.

Later renovations occurred under Lady Almina, the ille-
gitimate daughter of Alfred de Rothschild, one of the richest 
men in late 19th-century England.  Lady Almina’s husband, 
the 5th Earl of Carnarvon, financed the 1922 Egyptian ex-
pedition that discovered the tomb of King Tutankhamen, 
before the Earl succumbed to a sudden death that led to 
the legend of “the Mummy’s Curse.”  Highclere contains 
the 5th Earl’s collection of Egyptian treasures, some of which 
were only rediscovered in the house in 1988.  DiCamillo will 
explain how the fictional Downton Abbey plotline has un-
expected echoes to Highclere’s unique and complex history.   

DiCamillo has written and lectured extensively in the U.S. 
and abroad on the subject of the British country house and 
has taught classes on British culture and art at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston.  Since 1999, he has maintained an 
award-winning database on the web, the DiCamillo Com-
panion to British & Irish Country Houses (DiCamillo

Companion.com).  The database seeks to document every 
English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish country house ever built.

In recognition of his work, DiCamillo has been presented 
to the late Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother and The 
Prince of Wales.  The speaker served for eight years as execu-
tive director of The National Trust for Scotland Foundation 
USA, based in Boston.  He is a member of The Society of 
Architectural Historians of Great Britain and a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts.

Tickets for “The Real Downton Abbey” Tea and Talk are 
$30 per person (rsvp) and $35 (walk-ins).  Reservations are 
highly recommended as seating is limited.  Call Ventfort 
Hall at 413-637-3206 or click onto info@gildedage.org.
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A Stocking Stuffer?
Tickets for “Lords, Ladies & Mummies: The Story of Highclere 

Castle, the Real Downton Abbey!”  Viewers who can’t miss one 
minute of the fabulously popular television series Downton Abbey will 
love to know more about the setting that adds glamor and panache 
to each one of the weekly episodes.  Reserved tickets are $30, $5 less 
than for walk-ins on Saturday, January 12, when British–country--
house authority Curt DiCamillo will be at Ventfort Hall to give us 
the scoop on “The Real Downton Abbey.”   Call 413-637-3206 and 
the staff will send you tickets for that very special Christmas gift.

Curt DiCamillo

Highclere Castle

“The Real Downton Abbey”
Comes to Ventfort Hall
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 “A Home for the Holidays” Kicks Off 11/ 23
Ventfort Hall will kick off its fifth annual “A Home for the Holidays” festivities, 

an exciting full month of programs for adults and children alike.  Starting Friday, 
November 23, the day after Thanksgiving, the 1893 mansion will have been 
lavishly decorated for a Gilded Age Christmas by a host of volunteers, among 
them the Ventfort Hall Flower Ladies.  

In addition, throughout the month of December, there will be theater 
performances, marionettes, dances, tours, viewings of Les Petites Dames de 
Mode, Victorian Holiday Teas, and a Museum Shop stocked full of gift ideas for 
Christmas.

A Merry Nutcracker Ballet & Tea
 Young dancers from the American Dance Institute under the direction of 

Sharon MacDonald will perform Classical Ballet Highlights in the Great Hall 
followed by the Victorian Holiday Tea.  Sunday, December 2 at 4:00 pm.  $20 
non-members, $18 members (rsvp); $25 non-members, $20 members (day of); $7 
children 5 - 17 (rsvp), $8 (day of); free to children 4 and under.  

Lenox Caroling Festival
Ventfort Hall will host the second annual Lenox Caroling Festival’s kick-

off reception.  Musical favorites will be performed by last year’s second-place 
winners, the MCLA Allegrettos.  Friday, December 7, from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm.  
There will be snacks, hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar.  $16 singles, $30 couples 
(rsvp); $20 singles, $35 couples (day of).  

Ventfort Hall’s Master Plasterer
Have you ever wondered how Gilded Age craftsmen made the type 

of elaborate decorative plaster ceilings as seen, for instance, at Ventfort 
Hall?  The historic mansion’s own master plasterer, Jeffery Gulick, led 
a hands-on workshop on November 3 on what it takes to create plaster 
masterpieces.  

Gulick has not only been the master decorative plasterer and mold 
maker since 1997, when restoration work began at Ventfort Hall, but 
also has been the stone sculptor for exterior brownstone details, as well 
as working in wood where needed.  Also in Lenox, he made molds of 
balusters and piers for the garden staircase to be cast in concrete at The 
Mount for Edith Wharton Restoration.

With a professional background that extends for more than 30 
years, Gulick has done work for the U. S. Department of Interior at 
various museums across the country; worked as stone sculptor, cutter 
and designer, building the Rizzoli Bookstore façade in Boston; built the 
armature and cast in plaster the model for the twice-life size bronze bust 
of Martin Luther King for sculptor John Wilson now on display at the 
U.S. Capitol in Washington D.C., and replicated, cast and installed a 
40-foot plaster cornice at Longwood Towers in Brookline, MA.

Dancin’ at the Mansion “Holiday Style”
The Greg Caputo Quartet featuring vocalist Vivian Caputo will perform 

beloved standards at “Dancin’ at the Mansion” on Saturday, December 8, 
from 7:30 pm to 10:30 pm. Enjoy the Christmas decorations, as well as 
complimentary light snacks and hors d’oeuvres and cash bar. $16 singles, $30 
couples (rsvp); $20 singles, $35 couples (day of).  

Handchime Christmas Choir & Caroling
Join on Sunday, December 9, at 3:15 pm Ventfort Hall’s “instant” 

Handchime Christmas Choir! Expert Jane Holland will lead you, young and 
old alike, with very simple instructions, in playing this musical instrument as 
you sing traditional Christmas carols. A handchime is rung by hand, similar 
to the handbell.  It is, however, lighter, easier to use, with a softer tone than 
its larger cousin.  Come sing and ring “We Wish You a Merry Christmas,” 
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and other Yuletide songs, then join us for hot 
apple cider, tea, and gingerbread cookies.  $20  non-members, $18 members, $7 
children 5-17, 4 and under are free.  

Paris 1890 – Unlaced! Returns
“Don’t miss it!...hilarious.  

Superbly acted and written!” said 
Stacey Morris, journalist.  “A tour-
de-force…wholesale triumph!” states 
Seth Rogovoy, BerkshireLiving.
com.  Starring Anne Undeland, who 
initiated the one-woman role three 
years ago, Paris 1890 – Unlaced! will 
return to Ventfort Hall for seven Ooh 
La La! performances.  They take place 
December 26, 27 (with a "Talk Back" 
session with the actress), 28 and 29 
at 7:00 pm, 30 at 4:00 pm and 31 at 

4:00 pm with a closing New Year’s Eve show and special champagne reception 
honoring Undeland.  She has appeared in over 70 performances of the play 
including Off Broadway.  Juliane Hiam wrote the play and Sarah Taylor directed 
the original production.

Undeland portrays five women in this one-hour play of a humorous, 
mysterious, slightly risque, yet poignant glimpse into Parisian society of the Belle 
Epoque Age.  “Juliette,” a contemporary Gilded Age museum director;  “La 
Crème,” an infamous Parisian courtesan; “Hettie,” the wife of La Crème’s 
benefactor; “La Chapellier,” a very talkative milliner; “Gertrude,” an Innocent 
Abroad American; and finally, “The Virgin,” a flash-in-the-pan celebrity of 
the Montmartre nightclub scene – singer, dancer, aspiring courtesan.  $25 per 
person, $40 per person for the December 27 performance and “Talk Back” 
session with Undeland, and $50 per person for the New Year’s Eve show and 
champagne reception.  

“Hansel and Gretel” 
Marionette Show

Master Puppeteer Carl Sprague, 
whose holiday performances have 
enchanted audiences, will return for 
several performances of the Brothers 
Grimm classic fairy tale “Hansel and 
Gretel.”  Victorian Holiday Teas will 
follow and the children can meet the 
antique puppets and the backstage 
wizard.  December 27, 28, and 29 at 
3:00 pm and December 30 at 2:00 pm  
$16 non-members, $14 members, $7 
children 5-17, free to children 4 and 
under.  

 Les Petites Dames de Mode
The well-received exhibit (“worthy 

of any major museum in the world!”) of 60 Les Petites Dames de Mode, representing 
the history of women’s styles from 1855 to 1914, remains on view in the Billiard 
Room.  The 29-inch scale-model mannequins, wearing meticulously detailed 
costumes, are the creations of John R. Burbidge, retired Senior Designer of 
Priscilla of Boston.

For complete ticket information on all programs and tours call 413-637-3206 
or click on to info@gildedage.org.
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