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As Ventfort Hall enters the third year of the Capital Campaign, we have some great 
successes to celebrate: the second floor is open, the furnaces are up and running, the 
basement has been fireproofed, and we anticipate installing the basement sprinklers by 
the end of Spring!  But there’s no time to rest on our laurels.  Now for the next step!

Ahead of us is the elevator, with a late 2016 deadline.  As you may remember, we received 
a variance to use the existing smaller-than-code 1893 interior elevator shaft. This was a 
great boon to the project, allowing us to preserve Ventfort Hall’s original profile. 

However, with the variance came a requirement to enlarge the elevator shaft by moving 
one of its walls. And this is not the only work that will be necessary.   Water seeping 
through the roof and walls in the area of the shaft are responsible for much of the 
dampness in the basement and for problems in second-floor rooms near the shaft. 

Underestimating the impact of the elevator – with its weight, moving parts and electrical 
supply – in this compromised area of the historic building could be both structurally and 
financially devastating, and could potentially set the restoration process back years. 

After our recent struggles with emergency projects, it’s clear that we need a well-planned, 
comprehensive approach to the elevator and to all future construction.

In order to establish a solid foundation for the elevator and, later, the upstairs sprinklers, 
the board of directors, with guidance from the buildings and grounds committee, 
has decided to pursue an all-encompassing master plan that will analyze the existing 
structure, examine the long-term impact of upcoming projects, and address Ventfort 
Hall’s future preservation and maintenance needs. The result will be a step-by-step plan 
for the restoration, which takes into account the deadlines, cost and structural effects of 
the remaining capital projects.

Here’s the good news: The Massachusetts Cultural Council has awarded Ventfort Hall a 
$35,000 grant for the master plan, and the Lenox Community Preservation Committee 
has approved another $23,490 in local funds toward the project. (The latter still needs to 
be approved by the Town at the annual meeting in May.)  Both of these grants are made 
on a matching basis, meaning that Ventfort Hall must raise the remaining master-plan 
funds, roughly $30,000.

Beverly N. Rainey, familiar to many as 
Ventfort Hall’s Operations Manager, was 
named Executive Director in January. 

Lorraine Becker, President of the 
Board, announced that “In this new 
capacity, Beverly will liaise with the 
board, employees and volunteers, as well 
as oversee the museum’s operations and 
community outreach.  She takes on this 
role after five years of proven capabilities 
at the historic house in Lenox.”

Beverly joined Ventfort Hall in 2009 as 
a Front Desk Associate and Museum Shop 
Manager. She was promoted to Operations 
Manager in 2013, taking on many of 
the responsibilities, if not the title, of 
Executive Director, a position, which had 
gone unfilled since 2010. 

A Pittsfield native, Beverly began her 
business career in the human resources 
departments of Berkshire Life Insurance 
Company, New England Life Insurance 
Company in Boston and subsequently with 
Milliken & Company in Spartanburg, S.C. 

Together with her sister, she co-owned a 
gift shop in Spartanburg for thirteen years.  
Later, she entered into retail management 
and buying with Belk Department Stores 
of the Carolinas and two other major 
home accessories retailers.  She returned 
to the Berkshires in 2007 and currently 
resides in Lenox. 

Beverly proved her commitment 
and focus by overseeing the basement 
construction projects, which narrowly 
averted Ventfort Hall’s closure last year. 
Bringing her years of management 
experience from the business sector, she is 
a key part of Ventfort Hall’s overall effort 
to raise its level of professionalism and 
community engagement.  

Beverly N. Rainey, 
Executive Director
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Spring Events Talk about Tea & Talks!
Saturday, May 9, 3:30 pm.  Cornelia 

Brooke Gilder returns to celebrate Mother’s 
Day with a special Tea & Talk titled, “Mrs. 
Vanderbilt, Lusitania Widow and Ventfort 
Hall Grande Dame.”  On May 7, 1915, 
the world was stunned by the sinking of 
the ocean liner Lusitania by a German 
submarine.  Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt 
died with 1,198 others.  His young and 
glamorous widow, Margaret Emerson 
Vanderbilt, and their two sons retreated to 
Lenox to be nearer his relatives.  She rented 
Ventfort Hall before building her own 
place, Foxhollow.  

Saturday, May 16, 3:30 pm.   Actor 
Douglas Weeks returns as “Dr. Crispus 
Rumex, Herbalist.”  The character, whose 
name refers to the curly dock plant (rumex 
crispus in Latin), dates back to the mid-19th 
century.  He travels from town to town selling 
his tonics and poultices and sharing his love of 
all things green.  Doug, with a true knowledge 
of herbs, will discuss cures for what might ail 
you.  Come visit and stay for tea.  

Saturday, May 30, 3:30 pm.   Elizabeth 
Morgan, seamstress extraordinaire of  
church linens and vestments for the 
Diocese of Albany and author of Sewing 
Church Linens,  will show her audience 
“What I Made for King Richard III,” a 
special commission given her from Leicester 
Cathedral, England.  Hand-embroidered 
altar linens composed of 28 pieces are now 
displayed in the cathedral in memory of the 
reburial there of the famous 15th-century 
king.  Elizabeth will also present a range of 
other gorgeous linens and vestments.  Meet 
her over tea. 

For reservations and information, call 
413-637-3206 or visit info@gildedage.org.

The word is out, Ventfort Hall will present an intriguing 2015 Summer Series of Tea 
& Talks on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm.   The famous and lavish Victorian Teas will again be 
part of the program.

June 9.  After dressing the Victorian Lady and 
the Edwardian Lady before our very eyes, actress 
Kandi Carle returns to “Fashion in Fiction:  
Dressing Jane Austen.”  In 1807, English Regency 
writer William Hazlitt observed, “The young 
ladies we at present see with the thin muslin vest 
drawn tight round the slender waist, and following 
with nice exactness the undulations of the shape 
downwards, disclosing each full swell, each coy 
recess, …displaying all those powers of fascinating 
motion…”  Kandi will engage us with the delights 
of Regency fashions, using dress forms, Austen 
novels and letters.

June 16.  Historian Alan Price flashes back in 
time for “The Volunteers:  Americans Join World 
War I,” giving us the scoop on the little-known 
20,000 Americans who sailed to Europe before the United States officially entered the 
war in 1917.  Price is the humanities consultant for an exhibition of the same title to 
be viewed in America, including at the Smithsonian, Washington, D.C., and Europe.

June 23.   Author Paul F. Miller will resurrect for us “Here Yesterday, Gone Today: 
Lost Newport,” the subject of his new book.  He states “Between 1918 and 1975 over 
one-third of the resort’s estates vanished.”  Unlike the Berkshires, the perception of the 
Newport estates is that they have remained intact and in private hands.  “The reality 
is that [both] cottage districts survive in a state of fragile balance.  The evolution and 
the parallels with Lenox estates” will be the speaker’s focus.  
Paul is Curator of The Preservation Society of Newport 
County.

June 30.   Picasso, Matisse, Stravinsky, Debussy, Louis 
Renault, Marie Curie, Paul Poiret, Gertrude Stein, Isadora 
Duncan – historian and author Mary McAuliffe name-
drops her way through her talk and book titled “Twilight of 
the Belle Epoque” in her portrayal of Paris as it approached 
ominous days before World War I and the following years 
that tested the mettle of the City of Light.

July 7.   Author Hugh Howard will 
shine a prism on individual lives in 
“Unquiet Ghosts: Historic Houses of 
Civil War America” based on his latest 
book. The featured sites range from 
houses that saw pivotal moments in 
the war to the homes of the conflict’s 
key actors.  Powerful stories of both 
obscure and leading figures and 
luminous color photographs of the 
houses by Roger Straus III will create 
a strikingly intimate commemoration 
of the war. 

Regency Dress

An Unquiet Ghost, Longwood, Natchez, MS

Claude Debussy, c.1907
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Please join us on the next leg of the 
restoration journey. Your sincerely 
appreciated contribution − and every 
contribution − helps us meet our goal!  

For more information on the Capital 
Campaign or to make a 2- or 3-year 
pledge, please call Rachel Coll, Director of 
Development, at (413) 637-3206.
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July 14. Janis Staggs, associate 
director, Neue Galerie, New York City, 
gilds the lily with “Gustav Klimt: Painter 
of Vienna’s Golden Age.”  She will inform 
us on how the artist captured the zeitgeist 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire’s fin-
de-siecle capital through his ravishing 
society portraits, vivid landscapes and 
romantic allegorical paintings.  His was 
an immense and enduring impact on 
the art and decorative arts world of the 
Vienna Secession.

July 21. “My father was an artist.  
Loved Rembrandt, loved Vermeer…So 
this case is important to me.”  Former 
Boston Globe investigative reporter 
Stephen Kurkjian with three Pulitzer 
Prizes under his belt will give us the lowdown on “Master Thieves: The Boston Gangsters 
Who Pulled Off the World’s Greatest Art Heist,” the title of his newest book. Stephen’s 
long life as a reporter is evident everywhere in this story.

July 28.  Robert Asplund, who led us last year to “The Dumba Affair,” returns with 
“Hail the Chief!:  Presidential Visits to the Berkshires.”  The natural beauty of the area 
attracted our nation’s Chief Executives, who came as hikers, hunters and fishermen.  
Several even hailed from nearby or had deep roots here, often visiting influential 
friends at their country homes, incorporating public events like building dedications 
and speaking engagements.

August 4.  Food historian Francine Segan of  “The Art of Dining at Downton 
Abbey” fame pops the cork on “Life Is a Picnic!”  Since the Renaissance when Good 
Queen Bess of England ordered picnics as part of the hunt scene, outdoor dining has 
taken on a bucolic allure all its own.  Francine will feed us lunches on the lawn through 
the ages and show us the fun of fascinating Gilded Age picnics, including the exploits 
of celebrated Newport bon vivant Ward McCallister. 

 August 11.  Did you know that between the Civil War and 1898, when it merged 
with New York, Brooklyn held its own as the nation’s third most populous city and then 
the fourth largest?  Historian Francis Morrone will fill in the facts with “Discovering 
Brooklyn’s Gilded Age.”  It was a great industrial and shipping center where the makers 
of industrial and mercantile fortunes lived in fashionable neighborhoods like Brooklyn 
Heights, Park Slope and Clinton Hill.

Portrait of Adele Bloch Bauer 
by Gustav Klimt

August 18.   Thomas Hayes, former 
president of Edith Wharton Restoration 
at The Mount and co-director of Classical 
Excursions, will take us on a Grand Tour 
of “Classical Italian Villas and Gardens:  
Following Edith Wharton.”  He will 
answer the question “What makes the 
Italian garden art so exquisite, as well as 
universally important?”  Join centuries of 
travelers like Mrs. Wharton, who have 
discovered the glories of Isola Bella, Isola 
Madre, Villa Rizzardi, Villa Giusti, Villa 
Cicogna, Villa Balbianello, and so many 
more.

August 25.   John Whitenight will 
uncover “Curosities Under Glass:  A 
Victorian Obession,” the subject of his 
recent book.   
W h a t 
p o s s e s s e d 
Victorians 
to display 
under glass 
d o m e s 
taxidermy 
specimens, 
s e a s h e l l 
works, wax 
f l o w e r s 
and fruit, 
artistically 
f o r m e d 
creations of human hair, skeleton leaves 
and phantom bouquets, glass whimsies 
and seed, paper, muslin and silk work?!  
Give the Victorians a glass dome and their 
lives could be as lightheartedly enriched as 
yours will be.

September 1.   Architect Beverly Willis 
will set things straight with “A Girl Is a 
Fellow Here: Frank Lloyd Wright’s Women 
Architects.”  When women architects 
could find little work, Wright provided 
them with both training and practice.  
Ultimately over 100 women architects, 
designers and artisans worked with the 
master.  Beverly will present background, 
including a short 2009 film that reveals the 
careers of Marion Mahoney (an early head 
designer), Isabel Roberts, Jane Duncombe, 
Lois Davidson Gottlieb, Eleanor Pettersen 
and Read Weber.Villa Balbianello, Lake Como, Italy

Flowers Under Glass, c.1868
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Our Thanks to….     
Ventfort Hall’s 2015 Summer Tea & Talk series 

is supported in part by grants from the Local 
Cultural Councils of Lenox, Sheffield, Tyringham 
and West Stockbridge, local agencies, which are 
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
a state agency. 

Board of Directors
Lorraine Becker, President
Kelly Blau, Vice President
Holly Dobbins, Vice President
Victile Donahue, Clerk/Treasurer
Patricia Neri, Recording Secretary
Tjasa Sprague, Founder Emeritus  

        and Historian
Julie Agar
Shelley Berend
David Librizzi
Alice Nathan
Joanne Sheehan-Keator
Birgit Vetromile

Ventfort Hall joined forces with the 
Lenox Merchants Group and the Lenox 
Chamber for its first annual PEEPS show 
in celebration of Easter.  Citizens of all 
ages were invited to create a diorama 
based on a historical theme created from 
their favorite PEEPS treats, with extra 
credit given to those who used puns in the 
concept or title.  

All entries were judged at Ventfort Hall 
on Saturday, March 28th.  First, second 

and third-prize ribbons were awarded in 
each of five categories with a PEEPle’s 
Choice ribbon given to the best diorama 
overall, which went to “Robes-PEEP-
ierre and the Great Terror.”  This di-
orama with guillotine and all created by 
Ella Long and Nick Roszkowski, Great 
Barrington, was also the first place win-
ner in its category, teens ages 13 to 18. 
Other first place winners were: “Neil 
PEEPStrong on the Moon” by B. Mango 
& Bird, Lenox, business/organization cat-
egory; “Josephine PEEPS Perry’s Wedding 
to Junius Morgan” by Marsha Rose Mc-
Dermott, Pittsfield, adult category; “Leon-
ardo da PEEPci Paints the Mona PEEPSa” 
by Leontine Galvin, Millerton, NY, chil-
dren-to-age 12 category. 

All dioramas were displayed in Lenox 
shops and can be viewed on our website, 
www@gildedage.org.   

If the highly influential Washington Post 
newspaper can sponsor an annual PEEP’s 
contest with over a 1000 entries, you know 
this is a serious (fun) undertaking.

"Robes-PEEP-ierre and the Great Terror.”

The Great Barrington 
Kennel Club and 
Ventfort Hall will 
partner in presenting 
Puttin' on the Dog 
on Saturday, June 
6, 12:00 to 5:00 pm 
(rain date June 7), a 
first-ever event on the 
grounds of the historic 
mansion.  The afternoon 
will include parades of champions, mixed 
breeds and rescued dogs, games for dogs 
and their owners, K9 police demonstration, 
best trick, canine good citizen test, vet 
talk, microchipping clinic, "Dog Sense" 
talk with Gloria McClay, silent auction, 
raffle, dog product vendors, food and more.  
State Representative  William J. "Smitty" 
Pignatelli will act as master of ceremonies. 
The club was founded in 1941 and is a 
member of the American Kennel Club.  
For more information, contact linda@
gildedage.org or glorial@nycap.rr.com.

Puttin' on the Dog

Program Cover

Peeping Good Fun!


